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JOIN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS...a call
out to members- JANUARY AGM.

© ' WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE SEEDY
Seedy Saturday. B SATURDAY ANOTHER SUCCESS!

What does SEEDY SATURDAY mean to us? It is more than just the Event
a Seed Of Day. See Pg. 2 What's New for the society? See Pg. 3 Our Calendar
and a look back at Our Annual Holiday Dinner on Pg. 4

Inspiration




Seedy Saturday— so much more than
just the event day.

What does Seedy Saturday mean to us— as . , '

members? This is a vital event, one that can and ‘v{\’ ’

does impact lives and our community. If you inspire

one person, you’'ve begun the chain of inspiration - oy :

as that person is likely to inspire another. FLOWER VEGETABLE FRUIT
SEEDS

It could lead to a life impacting event for a child. It e

can be an uplifting endeavour to the soul and mind, y ,f‘/

not to mention the body. It means putting your e, \

hands into the soil, and creating!

Seedy Saturday is a community event that

celebrates seeds, encourages seed sharing and

educates people about gardening. Seedy Saturday promotes the use of open-pollinated and heritage seeds, and
encourages environmentally responsible gardening practices.

Choosing open-pollinated varieties conserves the genetic diversity of garden vegetables and prevents the loss of
unigque varieties in the face of dwindling agricultural biodiversity. Furthermore, focusing on heirloom varieties
creates an historical connection to gardening and food production, building a more sustainable future by carrying
on our garden heritage.

By choosing open-pollinated and heirloom varieties, you have the ability to help conserve biodiversity and to
contribute to the stories behind our seeds.

Seedy Saturday is a remarkable phenomenon that pops up across the country in early Spring. It's a bigger picture
of collaboration-— of enticing individuals, families, and communities to grow their own food, and enjoy their own
flowers and herbs. Why-- it’s nearly magical! All one needs is the seed of inspiration! And you can gjve that.

Margaret Carruthers-- as past organizer-- has put in a lot of time and effort over the years to make this event
successful and really wonderful! |took up the chance to help Margaret out last year as Volunteer Coordinator and
many of you stepped up. Your help was wonderful and made for a fun-filled day.

You made a difference in a lot of lives and in our community. Thank you!

This year Margaret will step down from her role, so we need a replacement to organize the event- maybe
even co-coordinators? We want to thank her for all her work and her guidance through each Seedy Saturday
event! You're a true inspiration Margaret...... !

VOLUNTEER -- Again this year, we will need volunteers to package seeds, to set up the event the day before, and
the day of to man the welcome/membership station, the seed exchange table, the out-of-town vendor stations, the
kid’s activities and the speaker’s room.

Show your support of this meaningful event. Details on the date/location etc. will be coming out soon.



What’s New?

. NEW
WEBSITE FOR
THE SOCIETY

Our new website is now on-line. It is a place to go
to check in on speakers, events, field trips, and
workshops that are coming up. It includes the list
of gardening supply companies you can receive a
discount from, by just showing your membership
card. It holds the archive of the last two years of the
News In Bloom newsletters and more. And it is a
way to get in touch with the Board of Directors.

Thanks to Noella Duff for creating a Society website
that’s easy to maneuver, enticing and informational!

New Website https://ssmhorticulturalsociety.com
Also up on our website, is our
new

SK Shirts with our Society

Logo. We have collaborated
with SK Group Inc on Queen
Street for member apparel.
Wear your shirt while
volunteering this coming year!

We have an a few types of apparel to choose from
as well- T-shirts to long sleeve shirts to ladies &
men’s polos to a neck-line zip long sleeve-pullover
that can be seen at the website store.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR? I am stepping down
as Editor of the Newsletter after two years at the
helm. It’s created with a template, so it’s easy to
drop in new information and keep the format.
The newsletter comes out four times a year-
January, March, June and September presenting
the news for the next three months, and
sometimes, taking a look back at events as well.
The newsletter comes out prior to the Member
Meeting of the designated month it goes out.
You do not need to be on the Board of Directors
to do this. Think about it. Editor ~ Noreen Kruzich

Openings ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS at the
Annual General Meeting on JANUARY 6th~

At our Annual General Meeting, we are asking
members to consider stepping up to the Board of
Directors for 2025. There are FOUR positions open
and some Executive Positions to be filled:
President, and Secretary. The board meets the
second Thursday of the month throughout the year
at 6:30pm in the basement of the United Baptist
Church.

We wish to Thank Andrea Aubertin for her
dedication and support on the Board for the past
years and also for the last two years as President.
Andrea has decided to step down to put more
time into her gardening business. Let’s all wish
her well in that. Even though she is stepping
down from the top, you can be sure she will be
active in our events and member meetings.
Thanks so much Andrea!

In honour of Hort member Johanna Curry and memorial of her life, a donation will be made to the Rose
Garden for a plaque in her name. The Hort Society will miss her contributions and the Greenhouse

committee will surely miss her. /2.


https://ssmhorticulturalsociety.com/

. OUR CALENDAR

Speakers & Events Coming UP!

Member meetings -

Jan. 6 7pm Our Annual General Meeting

Feb. 3 7pm Insects in your Yard - who are they and
why are they there? - Elisa Muto from Sault College
March 1 EVENT: 9am to 2pm ~ Seedy Saturday
March 3 7pm Companion Planting/Seed Starting

J April 7 7pm Pruning with Susan Richards
J\‘Y v Qfﬁ iy . JOIN US!

°
N
It b It’s that time of year to cozy up in your blanket in your

. . ' favorite chair and start dreaming your garden! Time to
o a1 ' Ty Y V| page through garden catalogs. Time to decide what
t]‘] dt tll]]e ()f ,\ e d]‘ ¢ you’ll plant. Time to draw out a design of your garden.
Time to list what you need for tools and supplies or the
newest garden gadget. Time to think of garden décor
Time to think possibilities.
Dream on...

It's time to renew Your membership- 15 for one year, renew it at our January meeting.

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER

held on Monday. December 9!

Thanks (o all who attended!




