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SSMHS 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

NEWSLETTER 

 

INSIDE 

THIS 

ISSUE 
  PG. 2 & 3 

SUMMER EVENTS: Bee Hotel, Garden 

Tea & Garden Tour 

  PG. 4 

Lost Apple Project, Harvest Pot Luck 

Dinner Coming UP! 

  PG. 4 

Calendar of Events to come 

 

  SAULT ST. MARIE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

September’s Member Meeting Speaker Sheila Campbell will give us 

details on the “LOST APPLE PROJECT”.  Join Us Monday, September 9th 

at 7PM at the United Baptist Church, 41 Malabar Drive, SSM. 

An introduction to the Lost Apple Project is on page 4. 

  

It’s  

Harvest  

Time! 
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       Tea Time @ The Canal Historic Site 

  A LOOK @ SSMHS SUMMER EVENTS! 

TOP PHOTOS: Elia Marini and her team at the Canal Historical Site did an amazing job at tailoring our Tea to the 

connection between the Canal Gardens and the SSM Horticultural Society.  Another highlight, of many at the tea--- 

all the food was sourced from local businesses.  As the photos reveal, the details led to a perfect tea party 

ambiance.  Thanks to the Canal for reserving our own special Tea!                                                         

SURROUNDING PHOTOS: Every garden, on the 

Annual Garden Tour, was unique and confirmed 

what a labour of love can accomplish. We thank 

Rick and Pat Thomas, Sue Hamel-Laford, and 

Rick and Rose Larmond for giving us some great 

inspiration for our gardens!  The Tour was cut 

short due to the weather, so Mary MacLachlan 

and her husband Bob at Deertree Apiary generously opened up their garden on an additional date (TOP PHOTO 

ABOVE).  Mary even invited us for their homemade scones and tea after the tour!  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE 

GARDENERS for opening up their properties to make it a wonderful summer event. 
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  A LOOK @ SSMHS SUMMER EVENTS CONTINUED…  

Members constructed Bee Hotels at a summer workshop held in Goulais River.  

The Hotels will provide solitary bees, such as the Leaf Cutter Bee, circular 

crevices to construct a nest to lay their eggs and enclose it with materials until 

the bee is born (see photos of a bee at work below).                                   

Solitary Bees are 

prolific pollinators 

and the Bee Hotel is 

an 

attraction for bees 

when placed near 

or in a garden.   

[PHOTOS ~ above: A Leaf Cutter Bee enters the hole to prepare a nest for her egg/dated August 4th. top left: members create their own 

bee hotel. top right: the bee hotel in a garden]   

The Leaf Cutter Bee will lay about a dozen eggs, each in their own cell, in one crevice, She will provision each cell with a 

mixture of pollen, nectar, and her saliva.  The newborn bee will have provisions to weather the winter and cut through and 

excavate the materials in the spring!  This mother bee spent two full days preparing and laying her eggs in the Bee Hotel! 
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A painted countryside in shades 

of scarlet, saffron & russet… 

clear days, crisp nights… 

 

 

 

 

The Harvest Season! 

  OUR UPCOMING CALENDAR 

MEMBER MEETINGS  ~ 

SEPTEMBER 9th 7pm      THE LOST APPLE PROJECT – 

Sheila Campbell, plus Garlic Planting 

OCTOBER 7th 7pm        HARVEST POTLUCK, plus 

Different ways to store your Harvest, VOLUNTEER 

RECOGNITION 

NOVEMBER 4th  7pm  FOOD FERMENTATION 

DECEMBER 2nd  5:30pm  OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY 

DINNER  (Location to be announced) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our meetings are the first Monday of the month, with 

exception of holiday Mondays upon which the meeting 

is held on the following Monday.  All meetings begin at 

7pm and are held in the basement of the United 

Baptist Church at 41 Malabar Drive. 

SEPTEMBER MEMBER MEETING SPEAKER 
 

The Lost Apple Project    

grew out of a couple of studies and the desire of St. Joseph Island resident and Master Gardener, Sheila 

Campbell to bring together researchers to take a closer look at the historic apple trees on the island.  Archival 

records uncovered that a nursery run by David Tait, at the turn of the century, sold apple trees to many local 

landowners in the area. Further interviews revealed that the stock of trees was imported from many sources 

ranging as far as Russia. The study ensued with the sample collection of leaves and apples to determine DNA 

profiles.  Campbell will tell the story of this exciting project  

at our September Member Meeting. Don’t Miss It!  September 9th @ 7pm. 

 

Have an idea for a topic in our newsletter? Let us   know! 

 

SSMHS Board of Directors - Andrea Aubertin-President, Denise Berg- Vice President, Rita West-Treasurer, Marg Carruthers-

Secretary //Wendy Bingham, Noella Duff, Beverly Humphrys, Noreen Kruzich, Rod Morrison, Marianne Senecal, Jennifer Syme 

Our next newsletter is published in January. 

Newsletter Editor- Noreen Kruzich with contributions by SSMHS President, Andrea Aubertin 


